33. Pancreatic cancer: Wound healing gone wrong
2 units, April 7 and 8, 2026, Mara Sherman
April 7, 2026

Summary of lecture topics:

1. An overview of pancreatic cancer in the clinic
- Pancreatic cancer types and subtypes
- Clinical presentation and outcomes
- Current treatments and recent clinical trials testing new therapies

2. Mechanisms and models of pancreatic tumorigenesis
- Diverse preclinical models for studying pancreatic cancer initiation and
progression, including strengths and weaknesses
- Genetic landscape and tumor evolution in primary tumors and
metastases
- Cancer cell-intrinsic signaling pathways regulating tumor progression
and orchestrating the fibro-inflammatory stroma

3. The pancreatic tumor microenvironment
- Tumor immune contexture and mechanisms of immune suppression
- Significance of non-immune stromal components, i.e., cancer-
associated fibroblasts and nerves
- Tumor heterogeneity in the malignant and stromal compartments
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