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Breaking news—NIH is reorganizing K awards

Divides K Awards into four categories:
• Mentored Research Scientist Career Development Award (KR)
• Mentored Clinician Research Scientist Career Development 

Awards (KC) — consolidates current K08 & K23 awards
• Investigator Award to Support Mentoring of Early Career 

Clinician Scientists (KS)
• NIH Career Transition to Research Independence Award (KT)

https://grants.nih.gov/news-events/nih-extramural-nexus-
news/2026/08/simplifying-the-landscape-of-nih-career-
development-awards-including-an-opportunity-to-provide-feedback

Effective July 2027
(does not affect February & June 2027 submission dates)

Other changes to K Awards are planned

• NIH will no longer support "Independent Clinical 
Trial Required" K award funding opportunities
— K applicants cannot direct a clinical trial but may 

participate in one directed by a mentor
• Review criteria will be streamlined to three areas:
• Candidate and Career Development Plans
• Research Plan
• Environment and Mentorship

https://grants.nih.gov/news-events/nih-extramural-nexus-
news/2026/08/simplifying-the-landscape-of-nih-career-
development-awards-including-an-opportunity-to-provide-feedback

see NOT-OD-26-098: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-
files/NOT-OD-26-098.html

NIH is considering two options for development of
clinical trial investigators

1. Mentored K Award + Limited-Competition Clinical 
Trial Research Project Grant

• apply for second grant to support trials
2. Phased Transitional Award (Mentored Phase 

Followed by an Independent Research Project 
Grant Phase)

• single application similar to K99/R00
— NIH is requesting comments on these options
see NOT-OD-26-095: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-

files/NOT-OD-26-095.html

Science article: https://www.science.org/content/article/nih-ending-key-grant-budding-clinical-
researchers?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=alert&utm_
campaign=DailyLatestNews&et_rid=1122581745&et_cid=6041554

Be informed about changes at NIH . . .

https://grants.nih.gov/news-events/nih-extramural-nexus-news

https://grants.nih.gov/funding/nih-guide-for-grants-and-contracts/subscribe

Your Grants Office may also distribute announcements

Your research should fit within the the scope of one 
or more NIH Institutes

What area of human health will benefit from 
my research?

Discuss with your colleagues:
  — which institutes support their research?

https://grants.nih.gov/funding/find-a-fit-for-your-research-nih-institutes-centers-offices

Where does my research fit at NIH?

Numbers of awards vary by NIH Institute or Center
  — for example K08 awards
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*https://report.nih.gov/funding/nih-budget-and-spending-data-past-fiscal-years/success-rates

2025 data*
(196 total)
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Success rates also vary by NIH Institute or Center
  — for example K08 awards
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NIH average 2025 = 29.7%*

Numbers of K23 awards vary by NIH institute
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2025 data*
(248 total)

K23 success rates vary across NIH Institutes
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NIH average 2025 = 30.5%*

Numbers of NEW R01 awards vary by NIH institute
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2025 data*
(3405 total)

New R01 success rates vary across NIH Institutes
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Cultivating the interest 
and support of program 

officers is essential!

Extramural Research in each NIH Institute is 
organized into Programs

Each Program covers an area of research 
or training

Program Officers administer funded 
grants in their area

There are program officers for training 
and career development programs
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Use Matchmaker to find funded grants, Institutes & 
Program Officers in your research area

https://reporter.nih.gov/matchmaker

Program Officers are listed 
for each award mechanism

Program Announcement
link: IC-Specific Scientific 
Interests and Contacts 

Contact Information
+ specific information
for each Institute

NIH has recently published advice on contacting 
Program Officers

https://grants.nih.gov/news-events/nih-extramural-nexus-
news/2026/07/considerations-before-contacting-an-nih-program-officer-
practical-guidance-using-health-disparities-science-as-a-representative-example

The individuals responsible for your proposals at 
NIH have different roles

https://grants.nih.gov/help/ic-staff-roles

All NIH applications must use 
the Biographical Sketch Common Form

• two parts:

Instructions: https://grants.nih.gov/grants-process/write-application/forms-
directory/biographical-sketch-common-form

SciENcv: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv

Biographical 
Sketch

Supplemental
Form

The NIH Biographical Sketch Common Form lists 
your information & accomplishments

Name, Title & Position

Professional Preparation

Appointments 
& Positions

Products
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The Common Form must be completed in SciENcv

use your eRA Commons login

SciENcv: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv

SciENcv can also be accessed from MyNCBI:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi

Set up your profile in SciENcv

Saved documents

Help

Profile

Set up a NIH Biographical Sketch document

Biographical sketch instructions:
https://grants.nih.gov/grants-process/write-application/forms-
directory/biographical-sketch-common-form

List your Identifying Information, Organization and 
Location

Name & Position Title Persistent Identifier (PID)
— ORCHID ID

List your Professional Preparation
(i.e., Education & Training)

• list in reverse chronological order by start date
• include all postdoctoral & fellowship training,

starting with undergraduate degree

List your Appointments and Positions

• list all titled academic, professional, or institutional 
positions in reverse chronological order by start date

• list all positions outside primary positions for the 
past three years

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/
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List up to five “Products” closely related to the 
proposed project

• list up to five other significant products that highlight 
the senior/key person's Contributions to Science

Acceptable products must be citable and accessible

Products may include:
• publications, conference papers, and presentations;
• website(s) or other Internet site(s);
• technologies or techniques;
• inventions, patents, patent applications, and/or 

licenses; and
• other products, such as data, databases, or datasets, 

physical collections, audio or video products, 
software, models, educational aids or curricula, 
instruments or equipment, research material, 
interventions (e.g., clinical or educational), or new 
business creation.

Include the following information for each product

• names of authors;
• product title;
• date of publication or release;
• website URL;
• other persistent identifier (if available); and
• other relevant citation information

Each product must follow the NIH Policy on 
Use of Hypertext in NIH Grant Applications
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-20-174.html

 — do not use hypertext within your proposal, 
 except where specified (e.g., Biosketch)

Products are added from My Bibliography

Go to MANAGE MY BIBLIOGRAPHY to set up

Manage Products in My Bibliography

• publications can be added from PubMed or a file
• add non-publication Products manually

The Supplemental Form includes a Personal 
Statement, Honors & Contributions to Science

Personal Statement
(max 3,500 characters)

Honors

Contributions to Science
(up to 5 contributions;
2,000 characters each)

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-20-174.html
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https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-20-174.html
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The Personal Statement describes why you are 
well-suited for this project

Include relevant factors such as,
• aspects of your training
• previous work on this or related topics
• your technical expertise
• your collaborators or scientific environment
• your past performance in this or related fields

Refer to products listed in the Biographical Sketch
   — use PMID or simple citation (Smith 2010)
   — do not include full citations or hypertext
Limited to 3500 characters
[HINT: draft in Word and paste into the online forms]

List any relevant academic and professional 
achievements and honors

• Students, postdocs, and junior faculty should include 
scholarships, traineeships, fellowships, and 
development awards, as applicable

• Clinicians should include information on any clinical 
licensures and specialty board certifications that they 
have achieved

• If you have no honors to report, enter “Nothing to 
Report”

You may also list up to five of your most significant
Contributions to Science

• Each Contribution to Science is limited to 2,000 
characters (~ half page)

• Refer to products listed in the Biographical Sketch
   — use PMID or simple citation (Smith 2010)
   — do not include full citations or hypertext

• Students, postdocs may wish to highlight two or 
three most significant contributions

• You may include projects under development, such 
as publications not yet accepted

For each contribution, indicate the following

• the historical background that frames the scientific 
problem;

• the central finding(s);
• the influence of the finding(s) on the progress of 

science or the application of those finding(s) to 
health or technology;

• your specific role in the described work.

Do not include figures, tables, or graphics

You are required to certify compliance with federal 
policies

• that you are not a party to a malign foreign talent 
recruitment program

• that you have completed Research Security Training 
Requirement for Federal Award Personnel
(contact your institution about training programs)

You will need to create a specific NIH Biosketch for 
each application that you submit

Create a master biosketch in SciENcv and modify as 
needed for each application

• Select the five Products most relevant for the 
application

• Write the Personal Statement to describe why you 
are well-suited for the application

• Select the Contributions to Science (& any relevant 
products) to support your activities




