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Fellowship Basics



What is a Fellowship
A Fellowship is a grant to support academic work, research, training, and 
independent projects.

Pre-doc Fellowship: grant support to enable promising students to obtain 
individualized, mentored research training from outstanding faculty sponsors 
while conducing dissertation research

Post-doc Fellowship: grant support to enhance the research training of 
promising candidates who have the potential to become productive, 
independent investigators in scientific health-related fields.



Preparation / 
Pre-Application









Funding Opportunities



Finding Funding Opportunities
• Pivot: is a global funding database helpful for creating customized 

funding searches. It is subscribed for all members of the MSK research 
community: Finding Funding at PIVOT

• FOW List: includes all active funding opportunities from the weekly 
newsletters Research and Technology Management - FOW

• Notices List: includes all notices that have been in the newsletter since 
2018 Research and Technology Management - NIH Notices

https://mskcc.sharepoint.com/sites/pub-RTM/SitePages/mo/Finding_Funding_at_PIVOT.aspx
https://mskcc.sharepoint.com/sites/pub-RTM/Lists/FOW/AllItems.aspx
https://mskcc.sharepoint.com/sites/pub-RTM/Lists/NIH/AllItems.aspx


Examples of Fellowships
• NIH: Ruth L. Kirschstein Predoctoral Fellowship

– Parent F31 (PA-23-272): https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-23-272.html

• Forms-I Application Instructions: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-
guide/forms-i/fellowship-forms-i.pdf

• Formatting and Page Limits: https://grants.nih.gov/grants-process/write-application/how-to-apply-
application-guide/page-limits

• Referee/Reference Letter Guidance: https://grants.nih.gov/grants-process/write-application/advice-
on-application-sections/reference-letters

• Senior Key Personnel Roles: https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-contracts/team-roles-agreements

– Parent F32 (PA-23-262): https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-23-262.html

• Foundations/Non-Federal
– Damon Runyon Fellowship

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-23-272.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-i/fellowship-forms-i.pdf
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-i/fellowship-forms-i.pdf
https://grants.nih.gov/grants-process/write-application/how-to-apply-application-guide/page-limits
https://grants.nih.gov/grants-process/write-application/how-to-apply-application-guide/page-limits
https://grants.nih.gov/grants-process/write-application/advice-on-application-sections/reference-letters
https://grants.nih.gov/grants-process/write-application/advice-on-application-sections/reference-letters
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-contracts/team-roles-agreements
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-23-262.html


Grants & Contracts



Find Your Grants Manager (GM) & Research Finance Manager (RFM)

GM Contact for GSK students: 
Alana Zbaren
(zbarena@mskcc.org)

https://tableau.mskcc.org/t/MSK/views/GMSRFMContactList/GMContactList?iframeSizedToWindow=true&%3Aembed=y&%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3Adisplay_count=no&%3AshowVizHome=no&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3Arender=true
https://tableau.mskcc.org/t/MSK/views/GMSRFMContactList/GMContactList?iframeSizedToWindow=true&%3Aembed=y&%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3Adisplay_count=no&%3AshowVizHome=no&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3Arender=true
mailto:zbarena@mskcc.org


Click to edit Master title style

As of 12/14/20, all proposals and 
awards are managed in eGrants.

Contact your Grants Manager (GM) if you 
need an eGrants account.

Researchers are strongly encouraged to 
plan ahead and submit proposals as early 
as possible before the sponsor deadline.

For more information, including eGrants user guides, training 
videos, and a list of Change Champions, visit our eGrants 
page. Questions may also be directed to your Grants 
Manager.

https://egrants.mskcc.org/
https://tableau.mskcc.org/t/MSK/views/GMSRFMContactList/GMContactList?iframeSizedToWindow=true&:embed=y&:showAppBanner=false&:display_count=no&:showVizHome=no&:origin=viz_share_link&:render=true
https://tableau.mskcc.org/t/MSK/views/GMSRFMContactList/GMContactList?iframeSizedToWindow=true&%3Aembed=y&%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3Adisplay_count=no&%3AshowVizHome=no&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3Arender=true
https://tableau.mskcc.org/t/MSK/views/GMSRFMContactList/GMContactList?iframeSizedToWindow=true&:embed=y&:showAppBanner=false&:display_count=no&:showVizHome=no&:origin=viz_share_link&:render=true
https://mskcc.sharepoint.com/sites/pub-RTM/SitePages/orpa/Systems-and-Reports/eGrants.aspx
https://mskcc.sharepoint.com/sites/pub-RTM/SitePages/orpa/Systems-and-Reports/eGrants.aspx
https://tableau.mskcc.org/t/MSK/views/GMSRFMContactList/GMContactList?iframeSizedToWindow=true&:embed=y&:showAppBanner=false&:display_count=no&:showVizHome=no&:origin=viz_share_link&:render=true
https://tableau.mskcc.org/t/MSK/views/GMSRFMContactList/GMContactList?iframeSizedToWindow=true&:embed=y&:showAppBanner=false&:display_count=no&:showVizHome=no&:origin=viz_share_link&:render=true


Application Development Tools

Proposal Submission Policy: RTM-2001

https://mskcc.sharepoint.com/sites/pub-RTM/Policies/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2Fpub%2DRTM%2FPolicies%2FRTM%2D2001%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2Fpub%2DRTM%2FPolicies


Application Development Tools
Plan & Submit: Find Resources at Application Development Tools

• Application Development Tools
– Application Checklists
– Budget Tools
– Standard Application Task Organizer

• MSK Information
– Institutional Facts
– Policies and Guidelines
– Application Development FAQs
– Library Tools

https://mskcc.sharepoint.com/sites/pub-RTM/SitePages/gc/Application-Development.aspx




Need an ORCID ID: register-for-an-orcid-id.pdf

https://library.mskcc.org/sites/library.mskcc.org/media/tutorials/orcid/register-for-an-orcid-id.pdf


Budget Basics
• Budget –A detailed statement outlining estimated project  costs 

(direct and indirect) to support the sponsored project. 

• Direct Costs – Expenses that are specifically associated with a 
particular sponsored project or activity and/or can be directly assigned 
to that project or activity with a high degree of accuracy.

• Indirect Costs (a.k.a. Overhead, F&A) – Institutional expenses that 
cannot be specifically identified with a particular project or activity.

Developing a Budget
There are two important steps when creating a budget:

1. Contact your Grants Manager (GM) and discuss the 
requirements of the budget – see Budget Tools

2. Develop a budget justification and send it to your GM
See MSK’s NIH Budget Justification Guide.

Budget Basics

https://vsedgttableau3.mskcc.root.mskcc.org/views/GCContactListV2/Dashboard1?:iid=12&:isGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&:embed=y#5
https://mskcc.sharepoint.com/sites/pub-RTM/SitePages/gc/Budget-Tools.aspx
https://mskcc.sharepoint.com/sites/pub-RTM/Shared%20Documents/ORPA/GC/NIH-Budget-Justification-Guide.pdf




Development's Role
• Communicate with sponsor year-round to build and maintain 

productive working relationship 
• Add open RFAs to Funding Opportunities Weekly 

newsletter/targeted outreach to PIs 
• Recieve check and deposit payment 
• Send tax acknowledgements / thank you 
• Track stewardship deadlines and request financial reports from 

Grants Accounting 
• Manage post-award relationship (i.e. provide personalized updates 

throughout grant term, visits, renewal requests, etc.)



Application Support 

• For grant logistics work with Grants and Contracts 
and/or the Foundations Team 

• For essay review, contact Thomas Magaldi or Julie 
Nadel
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